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INSTITUTE OF AUDIO RESEARCH

UPCOMING EVENT:
Fall Open House 2007

Saturday, September 15,  1-4 pm
For Reservations, please call 212.777.8550

David Rivera
Pirate New York

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 

IAR Welcomes Three New Instructors 

We are pleased to announce that three outstanding audio people have joined IAR’s 
faculty: Mesta Bish, Cliff Branch, and Chris Edwards.

 
Mesta Bish is a freelance studio engineer/consultant and production programmer who 
got into the audio industry as an intern at the age of twelve. He has received countless 

engineering credits on independent and commercial releases from audio CDs to 
soundtrack scores for DVD.  Brooklyn-based Cliff Branch has been in the music industry 
since he was five years old, first playing drums and keyboards. Cliff attended the High 
School of Music and Art and the Aaron Copeland School of Music at Queens College.  
After school, he worked with GRP Records, playing and writing for Angela Bofill, Dave 
Valentin, Bobby Broome, Bernard Wright, and Tom Browne (for whom he composed 
three songs, one of which went gold). Cliff is a Dove Award winner for Gospel Music. 

 Chris Edwards graduated from IAR in 1999. His audio career began at Sony Recording 
Studios in New York City, then spending four years at Big Foote Music as staff engineer 

and composer.  Recently, Chris has been doing freelance engineering gigs, working with 
a number of independent artists in a variety of New York’s studios. 

IAR welcomes Mesta Bish, Cliff Branch and Chris Edwards, three valuable additions to it’s 
outstanding faculty.

What have you been up to since graduating from IAR?
Since graduating in 2005, I’ve been working at Pirate New York, 
a post-production house.  I was very fortunate to land a full 
paying job only weeks after graduating, but I took the bull by 
the horns and made it clear that I wanted this more than anything.  
I’ve also kept in contact with other IAR alumni from my 
graduating class. I’ve collaborated with them when there
was an opportunity to do so.
Tell us a little about what you do in your current position.
Currently, I am a mix engineer for Pirate New York. The job
 ranges from simple voiceovers for Web content, radio and 
TV recordings and mixes, recording musicians and working 
with composers on demo pitches to various ad agencies.  
I’ve also had the pleasure of working on the latest Zap Mama
album that will be released in August (I think!).  Last but not 
least, I get to work on my own projects after hours!
How has attending IAR helped you in your current and past jobs?
I was an extremely eager IAR student. Thankfully, the instructors 
were very insightful and give me the perspective of current 
professionals in the industry today. When it comes down to it, the 
faculty holds the most weight.  Of-course, the Pro Tools 
courses were extremely valuable, and hey, if you think soldering 
wires will never come in handy, think again. My favorite was the 
recording workshops during the last course.  It gave me the feeling 
of a real recording environment.  That’s important to feel, because 
there are definitely tense times when the “tape” is rolling. 
You’ve got to keep your cool and stay focused!
What advice would you give to current IAR students?
Pay Attention!  Pay attention not just to the content of the 
classes but the stories of your instructors… they’re all true!  
Ask questions, a lot of questions.  Build a network among 
your fellow classmates (you never know if they can help you 
with work in the future!). Have a plan and stick to it!  
Good luck to all of you, maybe we’ll work together soon!

IAR Presents Audio Extras: Students Only Sessions
The Institute of Audio Research introduces Audio Extras: Students Only Sessions, a series 
of extra curricular workshops, lectures and demonstrations for IAR students. Currently the 
series includes the DJ Workshop, The Making of an Album, Building a Home Studio, The 
Making of a Broadway Show and Radio Production 101. The highly anticipated and 
successful DJ Workshop kicked off this series of events in July with IAR grad and Power 
105.1 FM’s Jonathan Avila, also known as DJ Yonny and IAR teacher Chris Neuner, 
conducting a hands-on workshop to teach IAR students about DJ’ing with traditional 
 and digital turntables. Students were able to try their hand at scratching, mixing and 
blending on full turntable set ups. Next in the series is The Making of an Album. IAR 
teacher Mario Salvati, a veteran recording engineer, will give IAR students an in-depth 
detailed, personal and professional perspective on the art of recording and engineering 
an album. The Making of an Album takes place on September 18th.

Siren Fest attendees form huge lines at the IAR booth for their chance to become the King of Rock & Roll
The Institute of Audio Research was proud to be a sponsor for the Village Voice’s Siren Music Festival 2007.  The free all-day, all-ages, music 
festival featured live international, national, local bands and DJs performing on two outdoor stages in historic Coney Island. The main 
stage featured the bands The Twilight Sad, Dr. Dog, Noisettes, The Black Lips, We are Scientists, M.I.A. and the New York Dolls. IAR’s booth, 
next to Siren’s main stage, featured a custom made stage with the life size figure of the King of Rock & Roll, Elvis Presley, holding a Gibson 
acoustic guitar against a back drop of amplifiers. Festival attendees of all ages formed huge lines for their chance to be photographed as 
the King of Rock & Roll and were also given IAR’s own custom made Siren Fest t-shirts. The photographs were later available as a free 
download from IAR’s website, audioschool.com.  IAR’s booth was a hit. IAR would like to thank, Jody Dobson, Georgia Aprile, David Tardy, 
Sean Carolan, Gilian Gandy, Pete Gianguzzi and Mike Ring for their hard work in making the IAR booth a success at Siren Fest 2007.


